
 
 

Dear School Community, 
 

Happy Intercalary (Leap Year) Day for today, Thursday 29th 
February. This is a day that is inserted once every four years  
to  ensure  our  calendar  year  corresponds  with  the  solar 
year.   It takes the earth approximately 365 days, 6 hours, 
and 9 minutes (365.25) to orbit the sun, so we take those 
four  quarters and add an extra day once every four days. 
It  is given  to poor old February  that normally has at  least 
two fewer days than any other month! 
 

Congratula ons to our two new School Captains Leigh       
Stevens and Benji Clark. Their  speeches  at  last  week’s          
assembly  were  fantas c  and  I  wish  them  all  the  best             
represen ng  the  school  in  their  final  year.  I  know  both          
students will do a terrific job. 
 

Our School Council has now met for the first me in 2024 
and  we  have  a  new  member  and  new  office  bearers.        
Welcome to Brad Benton who has now joined us on School 
Council.  I would also like to congratulate and thank our 
new Office Bearers for 2024: Fiona Davis (President),     
Lauren Sibio (Vice President), Wendy Sidebo om 
(Secretary) and Jill Richardson (Treasurer). I would also like 
to acknowledge and thank our outgoing councilors for their 
outstanding contribu ons: Tim Bye, Jess Benton, and Sarah 
Tricarico.  We  look  forward  to  another  successful  year     
suppor ng Congupna Primary School to be the best it can. 
 

Our beloved Parents & Friends Commi ee have also met 
for the first me to discuss fundraising ideas and elect 
office bearers for 2024. Congratula ons to our elected P&F 
Office  Bearers  for  2024:  Angie Grills (President), Erin      
Wilson (Vice President), Alice Evans (Secretary) and Jill 
Richardson (Treasurer). We  look  forward  to  another       
successful year  fundraising and providing opportuni es  for 
our students that might not otherwise be provided. 
 

Reading at Home is a very important aspect of student 
learning at Congupna Primary School. Regular  reading at 
home  increases the amount of  ‘learning exposures’ for our 
students  and  ensures  strong  readers  that  exhibit  fluency 
and have a great  comprehension of what  they have  read. 
We normally encourage 10‐15 minutes as a blanket   
guideline but if your junior book doesn’t take that long, you 
could just read and discuss what the student likes about the 
book. Likewise,  if your  senior  student  is  reading a  chapter 

book,  a  chapter  or  two may  suffice.  The  book  should  be 
wri en into the reading log by the student and signed each 
day  by  the  adult who  encourages  this  important  process. 
These Reading  Logs  should  come  to  school every day  in a 
student’s Reader Cover and teachers have been encouraged 
to  reward  and  encourage  students  who  produce  signed 
Reading Logs on a daily basis. As teachers, we see a stark 
difference between the reading ability of students who do 
and do not read at home regularly. It is absolutely the best 
thing you can do as a family to ensure your child becomes a 
confident  and  independent  learner  prior  to  secondary 
school. Thank you for your support. 
 

Athle cs Training has begun this week and students have 
done a terrific job fron ng up in warm condi ons and    
giving our prac ce sessions their very best. It may seem like 
tough work now but see our students all knowing what they 
are doing and having  fun on our  Interschool Athle cs Day 
makes it worthwhile. 
 

It will  be  the first  full week for our Founda on students 
next week. Congratula ons  on  a  very  successful  first  five 
weeks at  school a ending  for  four days a week. You now 
get to a end for five days a week for the next four weeks! 
STEM and LOTE will now take place together on     
Wednesdays from now on. 
 

Finally, please return your Congupna Cruzers Expression of 

Interest forms as our school delegate Jac McCarty has   

begun  busily  colla ng  these  poten al  teams  for  the  2024 

SJSA Season. 

Thanks for Reading, Adam Cleary 
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Thought for the Week 
 
 

An extra day to dream, to 
achieve, and to make a 

leap towards your goals. 
Happy Leap Year Day!
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2024 SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

President:  Tim Bye 

Deputy:   Lauren Sibio 

Secretary:  Wendy Sidebo om 

Treasurer:    Fiona Davis 

Members:         Adam Cleary, Sarah Tricarico, Jess 

Benton, Jeremy Lee, Jill Richardson, Sam Pren ce and 

Jaclyn McCarty. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING DATES 

Term 1 

Tuesday 5th March (AGM)      6:30pm 
 

 

2024 SCHOOL PARENTS & FRIENDS 

President:  Angie Grills 

Secretary:  Amy Ellis 

Vice President:   Georgina Pren ce 

Members:         Bernade e O’Toole, Lexi Wright,  

Lauren Sibio, Jess Benton, Robyn Reynolds, Alice Evans,   

Emily Krake, Jacinta Allen, Rebecca Threlfall, Jayde            

Bannister, Brooke McLeod, Ebony Thorn, Fiona Davis         

and Erin Wilson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 1 CALENDAR ‐ 2024 

 

February 

8th    School Council Nomina ons close 

9th    Kitchen Garden Program 

12th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

13th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

14th  No Founda on Students 

15th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

16th  Student Learning Conferences  

        (Student Free Day) 

20th   Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

21st   No Founda on Students 

22nd  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

22nd  Book Club Due 

23rd  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

 

 

March  

5th    School Council AGM  

11th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

15th  Athle cs Carnival @ McEwen Reserve  

27th  School Photos (Wednesday) 

28th  Last Day of Term 1 

29th  Good Friday Public Holiday  

 

 

TERM 2 CALENDAR ‐ 2024 

April  

15th  First day back for Term 2 

25th  Anzac Day Public Holiday 

28th  Bunnings BBQ (P&F Fundraiser) 

2024 SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

President: Fiona Davis  

Deputy:  Lauren Sibio 

Secretary: Wendy Sidebo om 

Treasurer:  Jill Richardson  

Members:        Adam Cleary, Jeremy Lee, Brad Benton, 

Sam Pren ce and Jaclyn McCarty. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING DATES 

Term 1 

6:30pm    Tuesday 26th March 
 

Term 2 

6:30pm    Tuesday 7th May 

6:30pm    Tuesday 11th June 
 

TERM 3 

6:30pm    Tuesday 30th July 

6:30pm    Tuesday 3rd September 
 

TERM 4 

6:30pm    Tuesday 22nd October 

6:00pm    Tuesday 26th November (Off‐site) 
 

2024 SCHOOL PARENTS & FRIENDS 

President:  Angie Grills 

Secretary:  Alice Evans 

Vice President:   Erin Wilson  

Treasurer:    Jill Richardson 

Members:         Amy Ellis, Lauren Sibio, Jess     

Benton, Jill Richardson, Bec Threlfall, Robyn Reynolds 

Brooke McLeod, Fi Davis, Bernade e O’Toole, Lexi 

Wright, Georgina Pren ce, Emily Krake, Jacinta Allen, 

Jayde Bannister. 
 

Next P&F Mee ng:  Friday 3rd May at 3pm – At School  

TERM 1 CALENDAR ‐ 2024 

March  

11th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

15th  Athle cs Carnival @ McEwen Reserve  

27th  School Photos (Wednesday) 

28th  Last Day of Term 1 

29th  Good Friday Public Holiday  

TERM 2 

April  

15th  First day back for Term 2 

25th  Anzac Day Public Holiday 

28th  Bunnings BBQ (P&F Fundraiser) 

 

 

With thumbs pointing  
upwards from both fists, 
knuckles near each other, tilt 
one hand backwards at 
wrist, the other forward. 
Then back again.  

Game 



We are KIND Awards 
Azhalia Sco  ‐  for being  though ul  to others and helping out other classmates when needed, 
Thank you Azhalia. 
 
Jorden McCarty‐Hill ‐ for being a kind and helpful class member and for using his ini a ve to help 
pack up a er the hockey clinic. Well done Jorden.  
 
Thea Stevens ‐ for displaying quali es at school that make this student a KIND person. Well done!  
 
Ivy Threlfall ‐ for going out of her way to always help me and her peers and for helping make our   
classroom run smoothly.  

Congratula ons to 
our new  

School Captains  
 Benji Clark  

and  
Leigh Stevens.  

Best wishes to all 
seven of our         

aspiring leaders in 
Grade 6 this year. I 
am sure you will 

make a  
terrific leadership 
team for 2024. 



P & F Easter Raffle 
Dear School Community 

The Parents and Friends are organising an Easter Raffle which will  
be drawn at the end of term. 

We would like everyone to help and are asking for dona ons of anything Easter related.  
Baskets will be placed in the Office for you to drop off your dona ons.  

Raffle  ckets were sent home with each family today. Tickets are $1 each, with each raffle book 
worth $20, please write a name and phone  

number on each  cket and return to the school office. We encourage you to sell as many  ckets as 
you can, with addi on raffle books available from the office. 

We appreciate the support from families by dona ng Easter items and selling  ckets. 






