
 
 

Dear School Community, 
 

Our Kitchen Garden Program began last Friday with a big 
Ɵdy up of our vegetable garden and chook pens. The         
program  conƟnues  with  KaƟe  Thorp  this  Friday  when       
students will be parƟcipaƟng  in a Kitchen session. Students 
used the outdoor classroom to brainstorm potenƟal recipes 
and projects  to  explore  for  2024.  I  can’t wait  to  see what 
awesome things they create and learn about. 
 
Our Essendon Football Club visit on Monday was terrific. It 
is great for our students to have the opportunity to see fine 
examples of athletes who have commiƩed themselves to 
constant improvement and rigorous effort to achieve      
excellence in  their  field.  This  theory  can  be  applied  to        
anything  that  our  students  set  their minds  to  and  even  if        
students didn’t  support  the Bombers,  it was great  to have 
this level of access to AFL athletes. 
 
All three specialist classes have resumed this week. Students 
experienced MARC Library and STEM (Science Technology 
Engineering MathemaƟcs) on Tuesday and LOTE (Language 
Other Than English) Auslan on Wednesday. Our  MARC   
Library and MACC Art sessions rotate fortnightly on      
Tuesdays and STEM will move to a Wednesday for the first 
Ɵme on 06/03/24 when FoundaƟon students aƩend for the 
full week. Welcome back to Ms Craik (STEM), Ms Foster 
(LOTE), Mrs Campbell (Library) and Mr Peƫgrew (Art). 
 
Our School Swimming Program begins next week. Please 
return permission forms and money by tomorrow at the 
latest. We  do  expect  all  children  to  parƟcipate,  and  the    
primary objecƟve  is water safety, not winning Olympic gold 
medals  (but  if  that  happens,  that  would  be  nice  too).        
Non‐parƟcipants will  sƟll aƩend  the  swimming pool with a 
book  if  they  are  not  swimming  as  nearly  all  staff  will  be 
aƩending these sessions. Don’t forget to bring a plasƟc bag, 
spare underwear, towel, swimming goggles if you wear 
them (opƟonal), a rashie (compulsory) and swimming gear 
(which should be worn underneath their school uniform). 
Please  label  all  belongings.  Each  student  will  aƩend           
half‐hour sessions over the six days and will also wait for half 
an  hour  at  the  squash  courts  (F‐2)  or  Outdoor  Pool  (3‐6) 
whilst they are not swimming. We have planned to have no 

more than six students in a group and have helped to ensure 
students  are  grouped  according  to  ability  (although  some 
minor changes are always made in the first couple of days). 
 
Our Student Learning Conferences take place next Friday 
16th February and you will find a Timetable aƩached to this 
NewsleƩer. If this is not a suitable Ɵme, please contact your 
classroom  teacher  directly  on  Seesaw  to  organise  an         
alternaƟve  Ɵme  on  the  same  day  or  a  different  day  if        
required. We have  simplified our  student  learning  goals  in 
2024  to  streamline  this  interview and allow more  Ɵme  for 
parent/carer  conversaƟons.  We  must  follow  these  Ɵmes 
strictly as we have many families moving from classroom to 
classroom  with  siblings.  If  you  require more  Ɵme,  please 
organise a follow‐up meeƟng for another day so we can stay 
on  schedule.  This  is  a  student‐free  day  and  care  will  be   
available for those families that need it with TheirCare. 
 
Please find our Congupna Cruzers Welcome LeƩer 
aƩached. This is our school soccer side and is a terrific way 
for families and students to socialise and have fun outside 
of school. We will  run as many  teams as we have  interest 
for.  If  you  have  any  quesƟons,  please  email  our  School     
Delegate  Jac  McCarty  on  congupnacruzers@gmail.com  or 
send me a Seesaw Message. 
 
School Council NominaƟons close today at 4pm. Please get 

your  self‐nominaƟon  form  in  if you are keen  to  contribute 

towards our school in this capacity. 

 

Thanks for Reading, Adam Cleary ‐ Principal. 
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Thought for the Week 
 
 

If you stumble, make 
it part of the dance. 
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2024 SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

President:  Tim Bye 

Deputy:   Lauren Sibio 

Secretary:  Wendy SideboƩom 

Treasurer:    Fiona Davis 

Members:         Adam Cleary, Sarah Tricarico, Jess 

Benton, Jeremy Lee, Jill Richardson, Sam PrenƟce and 

Jaclyn McCarty. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING DATES 

Term 1 

Tuesday 5th March (AGM)      6:30pm 
 

 

2024 SCHOOL PARENTS & FRIENDS 

President:  Angie Grills 

Secretary:  Amy Ellis 

Vice President:   Georgina PrenƟce 

Members:         BernadeƩe O’Toole, Lexi Wright,  

Lauren Sibio, Jess Benton, Robyn Reynolds, Alice Evans,   

Emily Krake, Jacinta Allen, Rebecca Threlfall, Jayde            

Bannister, Brooke McLeod, Ebony Thorn, Fiona Davis         

and Erin Wilson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 1 CALENDAR ‐ 2024 

 

February 

8th    School Council NominaƟons close 

9th    Kitchen Garden Program 

12th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

13th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

14th  No FoundaƟon Students 

15th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

16th  Student Learning Conferences  

        (Student Free Day) 

20th   Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

21st   No FoundaƟon Students 

22nd  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

22nd  Book Club Due 

23rd  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

 

 

March  

5th    School Council AGM  

11th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

15th  AthleƟcs Carnival @ McEwen Reserve  

27th  School Photos (Wednesday) 

28th  Last Day of Term 1 

29th  Good Friday Public Holiday  

 

 

TERM 2 CALENDAR ‐ 2024 

April  

15th  First day back for Term 2 

25th  Anzac Day Public Holiday 

28th  Bunnings BBQ (P&F Fundraiser) 

2023 SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

President:  Tim Bye 

Deputy:   Lauren Sibio 

Secretary:  Wendy SideboƩom 

Treasurer:    Fiona Davis 

Members:         Adam Cleary, Sarah Tricarico, Jess 

Benton, Jeremy Lee, Jill Richardson, Sam PrenƟce and 

Jaclyn McCarty. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING DATES 

Term 1 

AGM ‐ Date TBC aŌer NominaƟons Close today 
 

2023 SCHOOL PARENTS & FRIENDS 

President:  Angie Grills 

Secretary:  Amy Ellis 

Vice President:   Georgina PrenƟce 

Members:         BernadeƩe O’Toole, Lexi Wright,  

Lauren Sibio, Jess Benton, Robyn Reynolds, Alice Evans, Emily 

Krake, Jacinta Allen, Rebecca Threlfall, Jayde Bannister, 

Brooke McLeod, Ebony Thorn, Fiona Davis and Erin Wilson. 
 

 

TERM 1 CALENDAR ‐ 2024 

February 

8th    School Council NominaƟons close 

9th    Swimming Permission NoƟces Due 

9th    Kitchen Garden Program 

12th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

13th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

14th  No FoundaƟon Students 

15th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

16th  Student Learning Conferences  

        (Student Free Day) 

19th  Hockey Roadshow 

20th   Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

21st    No FoundaƟon Students 

22nd  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

22nd  Book Club Due 

23rd  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

 

March  

5th    School Council AGM  

11th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

15th  AthleƟcs Carnival @ McEwen Reserve  

27th  School Photos (Wednesday) 

28th  Last Day of Term 1 

29th  Good Friday Public Holiday  

 

 

TERM 2 

April  

15th  First day back for Term 2 

25th  Anzac Day Public Holiday 

28th  Bunnings BBQ (P&F Fundraiser) 

 

With both hands flat, 
palms up, fingertips 
pointing forward in 
front of chest; bend  
fingers (or whole hand) 
up twice. 

Welcome 



 

We are BRAVE Awards 
 

Emily Preston ‐  for being  such  a brave  girl  in 
her first week of school. Well done Emily.  
 
Ethan D’AgosƟno ‐ for starƟng at a new school 
and  showing  courage  in  trying  lots  of  new 
things  and  working  with  different  students. 
Well done Ethan. 
 
Macie D’AgosƟno ‐  for  making  new  friends, 
looking out for others and making a brave start 
to 2024. Well done Macie!  
 

 
Zac Gordon ‐  for being brave and starƟng  the 
year  off  without  his  headphones  on  when  
coming  to school and  throughout his  learning! 
Well done Zac!  

 

Kiwanis TERRIFIC KID  
of the week  

 
 

Jack Wells ‐  Jack has been awarded the terrific kid 
this week, because of his great posiƟve aƫtude 
and  input  that  he  has  put  into  the  classroom 
learning this week! Keep up the great work Jack!  
 





CAMPS, SPORTS & 
EXCURSION FUND 

(CSEF)  
 

If you currently hold a 
health care card, your child 

is eligible for the CSEF     
payment. Please call into 
the office to sign a form to 
claim the CSEF payment. A 
new form needs to be 
signed each year. The 
amount of $125 will be    

received by the school and 
will be used to cover the 
cost of the swimming      

program and excursions.  

22 Feb 2024 

Swimming  
Please return notes 

and payment by  
TOMORROW!  

Happy birthday to Mr Cleary for tomorrow. He received an 
early birthday present on Monday, when the Bombers visited! 

Click on this link to watch Greater 
Shepp’s reel of our new service road 
hƩps://www.instagram.com/reel/
C3CWQPsMA‐c/?
igsh=ODVwMnB3NnE3Mzhx 




