
 
 

Dear School Community, 
 

Welcome to our first NewsleƩer for 2024 and what we are 
hoping will be another very successful year at school. We 
have eleven new students in Grades F, 2 and 4 and five new 
staff members  across  the  school,  including  a  teacher  that 
will be sharing the Grade 3/4 classroom with Ms Sage Kuch 
on Mondays ‐ Ms Niamh (pronounced Neve) Lowe. As well 
as Ms Kuch and Ms Lowe, we also have two new Teacher’s 
Aides Ms Emmily Sowter (Miss S) and Mrs Brooke HodgeƩs 
(Mrs H), and a new psychologist Mrs Rachel Robertson who 
started today. So along with all of these new addiƟons, we 
also have  classroom  changes  for Ms Mangiameli  (5/6) and 
Ms Kildey (1/2) and all of this change has been a breath of 
fresh air. Students have seƩled extremely well, and we are 
excited for a busy and producƟve first Term.   
 

You may have noƟced some improvements have been 
made to our school service road and staff car park fence 
over the summer holidays. We also had a major water leak 
at  the  front of  the  school which  took most of  the  summer 
holidays  to  locate  and  repair,  so  it  has  been  quite  an 
evenƞul break!   A wider rubber speed cushion will be re‐
fiƩed on the service road in the coming days,  so  traffic 
slows before  the school crossing and ensures  the  safety of 
our  students.  There  is  also  some  extra  asphalƟng  works 
scheduled  to  take  place  over  the  next week.  Please  don’t 
park on  the main road at pick up or drive  from  the service 
road onto the main road  in front of the school. The service 
road has a single entry and exit point that needs to be used 
safely by everyone, especially at drop off and pick up. 
 

We are currently seeking NominaƟons for School Council. 
We  have  three  Parent  posiƟons  that  are  up  for  re‐
nominaƟon  and  two  Staff  posiƟons  that  are  up  for  re‐
nominaƟon. Current members can renominate.  If we have 
more nominaƟons than posiƟons vacant, we will proceed to 
an  ElecƟon.  Please  see  the  Fact  Sheet  and  NominaƟon 
Forms aƩached and send me a Seesaw message or call me if 
you would like to discuss your potenƟal nominaƟon.   
 

Our Kitchen Garden Program starts tomorrow, and we 
have five sessions planned for Term 1. We plan to Ɵdy up 
our  Chook  pen  and Vegetable Garden  tomorrow  and  look 
forward  to  seeing  KaƟe  Thorp  work  closely  with  our          

students  again  focusing on different nutriƟon,  kitchen  and   
gardening teaching and learning. 
 

Our School Swimming Program starts in just over a week 
on Monday 12th February in both the Indoor Pool at the 
Squash Centre and the Numurkah Outdoor Pool across the 
road. The whole school will leave school each day at midday 
for  six  x  half‐hour  lessons  over  two  weeks.  Students  and 
Staff will arrive back at  school each day at around 2:15pm 
on  our  scheduled  swimming  days.  The cost is $60 per       
student for the six lessons and this needs to be paid before 
next Friday 9th February. If  you need  assistance or would 
like to set up a payment plan, please contact administraƟon. 
Please  see permission notes  for what  to bring. We  like  to 
ensure  that  students wear  their  bathers  underneath  their 
uniform so that we do not have a  lengthy changeroom visit 
at the pool before lessons.  
 

We have an AFL Visit next Monday lunchƟme and I am very 
pleased to announce that the mighty Essendon Football 
Club will be visiƟng. If  you  would  like  to  send  specific       
Essendon merchandise  to  be  signed,  there will  be  a  Ɵme 
allocated  to  this.  Otherwise,  all  students  will  receive         
signatures from the players who aƩend and get their photo 
taken. I requested that Timmy Watson aƩend but they said 
that he had reƟred, so we will just have to make do. 
 

For those new families to the school, our first Assembly will 
take place on Friday at 2:40 pm. We will be presenƟng our 
new FoundaƟon students with a Welcome to School pack 
amongst other things, and everyone  is welcome. There will 
also be a FoundaƟon Parents MeeƟng straight aŌerwards in 
the F/1 Classroom. 
 

Thanks for Reading, Adam Cleary ‐ Principal. 
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Thought for the Week 
 
 

Trust the magic  
of new beginnings.  
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2024 SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

President:  Tim Bye 

Deputy:   Lauren Sibio 

Secretary:  Wendy SideboƩom 

Treasurer:    Fiona Davis 

Members:         Adam Cleary, Sarah Tricarico, Jess 

Benton, Jeremy Lee, Jill Richardson, Sam PrenƟce and 

Jaclyn McCarty. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING DATES 

Term 1 

Tuesday 21 February from 6:30pm ‐ AGM 
 

 

2024 SCHOOL PARENTS & FRIENDS 

President:  Angie Grills 

Secretary:  Amy Ellis 

Vice President:   Georgina PrenƟce 

Members:         BernadeƩe O’Toole, Lexi Wright,  

Lauren Sibio, Jess Benton, Robyn Reynolds, Alice Evans,   

Emily Krake, Jacinta Allen, Rebecca Threlfall, Jayde            

Bannister, Brooke McLeod, Ebony Thorn, Fiona Davis         

and Erin Wilson. 

 

TERM 1 CALENDAR ‐ 2024 

 

February 

2nd    Swimming Permission NoƟces Due 

2nd    First Kitchen Garden Program  

2nd    FoundaƟon InformaƟon Session 3pm 

5th    AFL Visit 

7th    No FoundaƟon Students 

8th    School Council NominaƟons close 

9th    Kitchen Garden Program 

12th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

13th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

14th  No FoundaƟon Students 

15th  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

16th  Student Learning Conferences  

        (Student Free Day) 

20th   Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

21st   No FoundaƟon Students 

22nd  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

22nd  Book Club Due 

23rd  Swimming @ Numurkah YMCA 

 

 

March  

5th    School Council AGM  

11th  Labour Day Public Holiday 

15th  AthleƟcs Carnival @ McEwen Reserve  

27th  School Photos (Wednesday) 

28th  Last Day of Term 1 

29th  Good Friday Public Holiday  

 

 

TERM 1 CALENDAR ‐ 2024 

April  

15th  First day back for Term 2 

25th  Anzac Day Public Holiday 

28th  Bunnings BBQ (P&F Fundraiser) 

Lunch Orders  
Start Tomorrow 
 
The Congupna General Store offer lunch orders for 
our School each Friday. 
 
See the Lunch List aƩached to this newsleƩer for 
details of what can be ordered and prices.  
 
Please write your child’s name, class and their order 
clearly on a brown paper bag or sandwich bag and 
enclose the correct money.   



 



Phil Markham  

STEM  
Award Winners for 2023 

 

 
 

 

Will O’Toole 
and 

Lachie Davis 

CAMPS, SPORTS & EXCURSION FUND (CSEF)  
 

If you currently hold a health care card, your child is eligible for the CSEF payment. Please call into 
the office to sign a form to claim the CSEF payment. A new form needs to be signed each year. The 
amount of $125 will be received by the school and will be used to cover the cost of the swimming 

program and excursions.  

A big welcome to some our fabulous new staff members (from left to right). 
Psychologist Mrs Rachel Robertson and Teacher’s Aides  

Mrs Brooke Hodgetts (Mrs H) and Ms Emmily Sowter (Miss S). 





22 February 2024 










