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Dear School Community,
Our Book Week dress-ups and acvies on Wednesday
were a huge success and all students seemed to have an
amazing day. It was terriﬁc to see so many students smiling
and making posive comments at the front gate in the
morning and this connued throughout the day. Thank you
very much to our MARC Library Teacher Mrs Campbell for
supporng the day and hosng our Book Week Parade with
senior students and leaders Deacon and Lachie. Thank you
also to all of the parents and carers who supported our
students to get dressed up. I know how stressful this can be
but it really didn’t ma$er whether it was a relavely simple
costume or whether it was meculously hand-made, the joy
that a dress-up day can promote far outweighs a few
students becoming a li$le over-excited at mes!
Our Congupna Cruzers have had a remarkable season. We
have been ‘on and oﬀ’ the pitch throughout the season but
the SJSA has done a terriﬁc job in providing an opportunity
for our children to play sport throughout a very tricky
period. This season we ﬁelded an Under 7, Under 8, Under
10 and Under 12 side. We had players, coaches and
managers from at least six diﬀerent schools and this was all
very ably managed by our delegate Kylie Adams. Without
her help, there is li$le doubt our children would have had
the chance to run around in the fresh air, to make new
friends and to see their schoolmates on the weekend in a
year such as this. I would also like to thank our amazing
coaches and team managers Georgina Cleary, Laura
Pullen, Emma Aitken, Dee Poyner, Bre$ Davis, Amy van
Popering, Tom Raditsas, Stacey Bowles and Andrew Miles.
Although we don’t normally keep score and there is no
ladder in most of our compeons, the Under 12 SJSA
Compeon is a li$le diﬀerent and the season went ‘down
to the wire’ last weekend. Our fantasc team ﬁnished the
year in second place and it was easily the most successful
year that the school has had in the Under 12 compeon. It
was great to see a core group of friends from diﬀerent
schools make their way through all of our age groups to
culminate in being part of a successful and compeve
team in 2020. Congratulaons.

We are KIND

It is World Teacher’s Day tomorrow and I would like to
acknowledge the amazing work of our four Classroom
Teachers, four MACC Art & MARC Library Teachers and our
resident STEM Teacher. I think that, parcularly this year,
it is a great opportunity to pause and reﬂect on the great
things that your child’s teacher does for them. Whether you
think that the teacher your child has is the best in the world
or not, I can guarantee that almost all teachers set out each
day to do their best, to make a diﬀerence and to have a
posive impact on your son or daughter. I believe all
Teachers have done an amazing job in 2020 but I believe we
are parcularly lucky here at Congupna Primary School.
Thank you.
I would like to remind those that have not completed the
School Parent Survey to please do so before Friday 13th
November. We currently have a 25% response rate and I
would love this to be above 80% if at all possible. I believe
this would be a far more suitable reﬂecon upon the
engagement of our school community. Parent invitaons
were sent via Seesaw and have all of the instrucons you
should require.
School Photos take place next Thursday. If you have not
paid already, you will need to pay online and if you haven’t
returned your envelopes to school, please do so before the
day.

Thanks for Reading, Adam Cleary - Principal.

Thought for the Week
Understand that happiness
is based not on possessions,
power or prestige, but on
relationships with people
you love and respect.

We are BRAVE

We are CURIOUS

2020 SCHOOL COUNCIL MEMBERS

TERM 4 CALENDAR 2020

President:

Andrew Miles

November

Deputy:

Andrew Fletcher

2nd

Student-free Day

Secretary:

Wendy Sidebo$om

3rd

Melbourne Cup Public Holiday

Treasurer:

Fiona Davis

5th

School Photos

Members:

Adam Cleary, Kylie Craik,

10th

2021 Foundaon Transion Day #1

Mark Jackson, Nicole Linton,

24th

2021 Foundaon Transion Day #2

Chris Kelly, Jeremy Lee, Daryl
Threlfall, Tim Bye.

2020 SCHOOL COUNCIL DATES
TERM 4
6:30pm

December
1st

15 Mile Creek Camp - Grades 3 - 6

8th

2021 Foundaon Transion Day #3

Tuesday 24th November

We are KIND

We are BRAVE

We are CURIOUS

Congupna Cruzers Soccer Report
Saturday 24 October - Round 9
Under 7’s Cruzers
On Saturday the U/7s played St Anne’s. Excitement levels were running high in our last weekend of soccer for
the season. Being AFL Grand Final day, many of the kids thought they were playing in their own grand ﬁnal
game. Our combo of Smith, Lilly, Lachie and Ivy were a force to be reckoned with and while they were working
hard on the ﬁeld, Esther, Harvey, Izzy and Zoe were resng their legs in preparedness for their clever on ﬁeld
performances. Our 4 goals were scored by Lilly, Harvey and Ivy. Awards went to Ivy & Zoe.
Team Manager Laura

Under 8’s Cruzers
Under 8s played with a great aNtude against a hard team on Saturday. They can be super proud of the way
they kept their heads up. The whole team did a great job defending. Harper and Kiharn did a great job helping
our goalies Ruby and Chelsea who stopped many goals. Andrew, James and Ella worked hard in the midﬁeld
trying to bring the ball towards our goals.
Coaches Emma and Dee

Under 10’s Cruzers
What a wild year it has been on so many levels and our ﬁnal weekend of soccer did not deviate from the
craziness that has been the theme of 2020. Since it was grand ﬁnal weekend on tele we ﬁgured we'd also
make it our own grand ﬁnal weekend. Game 1 on Saturday was another tough one. A very solid St Luke's
opposion with some early developing under 10 players dominated the score board and demonstrated a game
style and structure that we have been striving to develop all year. Our defenders tried their guts out with
Hamish and Seth manning the goals. The late October weather did not demand sprinklers, icy poles or ice
baths, but instead demanded beanies, jackets and umbrellas. Our boys tried their best to use the wind to their
advantage and in the end we achieved our weekly goal of scoring at least one of our own via Tom's unrelenng
determinaon and golden boot.
Coach Bre1

Under 12’s Cruzers
The ﬁnal weekend of the season saw the Cruzers on Saturday taking on Kyabram in a top of the table clash which
promised to be a strong ba$le, and proved to be a very tough match in the end. The Cruzers defence was under
siege from the start but held up very well, as they have all season. Smart play from Max and great support from
Deacon and Sean held up their oﬀence, helping George out in the goals who was having a very busy day, while
also providing some opportunies for Aidan and Lucy to move the ball into a$acking posions. Cooper and
Hunter up front came close on many occasions but just couldn’t sneak it past their goalie. A great snap by Aidan
got us on the scoreboard but aPer that too oPen we kicked it straight at their goalie, who must have had sore
hands by the end of the day. This proved to be the diﬀerence in the end. Harshil and Will worked hard and
posioned themselves well, connuing to provide drive when they came on. Alina, Amaia and Riley in the last
line of defence showed how far they have come this year, never taking a backward step and kicking the ball
away at the perfect me on numerous occasions. Despite some close a$enon away from the ball which spoiled
an otherwise good close game, our players can all be proud of the way they conducted themselves on the ﬁeld
at all mes, playing good clean football and never stooping to quesonable taccs by pushing the boundaries of
fairness. Winners in our eyes. Be$er players for the day were Aidan, Max, Deacon, Sean, Amaia and Alina but
really there were no passengers.
Team Manager Andrew

Congupna Cruzers Soccer Report
Sunday 25 October - Round 10
Under 7’s Cruzers
On Sunday the U/7s played Shepparton SC. The sun was out but the wind was blowing a gale which meant that
the ball somemes had a mind of its own. Some of our many a$empts at goal only missed the net by a whisker.
All the Cruzers worked really hard and gave their all in the last game and we even learned some tricks from the
classy opposion who have spent a lot of me training and pracsing their skills. Great game and great season, it
was a joy to watch you each week. Thanks to our awesome coach Georgie for her dedicaon and wonderful
words of encouragement each week and thank you to my wonderful Co-Team Manager Amy Van Popering.
Team Manager Laura

Under 8’s Cruzers
Sunday Under 8’s ﬁlled in for another team on Bye day. With an early morning game the team were ready for a
fun ﬁnal game for the end of 2020 season. Harper and Nathan did a fantasc job as goalies deﬂecng the ball
away. Kiharn, Will and Chelsea defensive outside of the goal square was amazing. Ruby, James and Ella
absolutely a$acked the ball giving it their all. This has been a season with ups and downs never experienced
before. The team is absolutely amazing and it was truly a pleasure to witness the conﬁdence and soccer skills
develop in each of the players.
Coaches Emma and Dee

Under 10’s Cruzers
Game 2 on Sunday was our true grand ﬁnal and not dissimilar to the AFL, it was a li$le unconvenonal. Sirius
had only 7 players so we played the ﬁrst half with only 7 on the ﬁeld and 4 on the bench. At half me Reuben,
Laurence, Simmie, Carter, Seth and Dean very kindly agreed to take turns playing with their shirts inside out for
the other team. With great team spirit, that our boys showed in spades all year, they played respecRully and
compevely whilst albeit at mes a li$le confused or conﬂicted with which direcon they were supposed to
be kicking. Leading the way like he has all year, Tom sealed the win with two goals to their one (alright, we
broke the rules today since it was the ﬁnal game and we actually kept score). A huge thank you and
congratulaons to all the parents who gave up so much of their me to cheer on our kids this year and stuck
with it in an interrupted and unusual season. A huge thank you to Amy and Laura who made sure we knew
where and when we were playing each week and managed our team gracefully. But the biggest thank you
goes to our Cruzers who played with guts and determinaon, showed fairness and elite sportsmanlike behaviour week in week out, win loss or draw, rain hail or shine. You all should hold your heads high and be very
proud of how you performed this year. It's all about having fun and we had plenty. Go Cruzers!!!
Coach Bre1

Under 12’s Cruzers
On Sunday we fronted up to Sirius College, who had come to play. Their posioning and stacked defence inially
made it diﬃcult for us to play our direct style of football but perseverance in playing to posion and passing
wide payed oﬀ and we managed to get a couple of goals up, forcing them to lose their system a bit. A brilliant
intercept from the feet of their star a$acker by Riley liPed everyone, and suddenly there was a lot more running
and talking. Aidan was running hard all through the midﬁeld again, Lucy and Cooper were combining extremely
well up forward and Hunter provided great link-ups with skilled running and passing. Their a$ack was constantly
under pressure every me they tried to go forward, usually relying on individual eﬀorts to get the ball forward
but when fronted by Amaia and Alina they didn’t stand much chance. George and Max were keeping everything
out, Deacon pounced on anything loose with great control, and Sean snuck forward from defence to set up
Harshil for a good team goal late in the day. Hard to pick be$er players from this even team performance.
Congratulaons to all players for their eﬀorts this year, you have made us all proud. Strong bonds were formed
throughout the team which was great to see too. Thank you to the coaches Tom and Stacey for their fantasc
work and thank you to all parents for bringing up such fantasc kids, and for being there every week.
Team Manager Andrew
On behalf of all the Cruzers teams, a BIG thank you to Kylie Adams who lead the way behind the scenes to
make everything so seamless and easy in such a diﬃcult and unprecedented year.

