
 
 

Dear School Community, 
 
It is that Ɵme of year when we cast our eyes forward and 
plan for what is ahead. It is an exciƟng Ɵme, but change 
can always bring with it a level of anxiety and uncertainty. 
I would like to outline the changes below. 
 
Staffing Arrivals have already been announced but there 
are also some staff that will be deparƟng next year. I am 
delighted to announce that current Teacher’s Aide       
Emmily Sowter will be taking up teaching next year at 
Ardmona Primary School. ‘Miss S’ as she is otherwise 
known, has been with us for two years whilst also       
compleƟng her teaching degree, and I would like to thank 
her for her dedicaƟon to supporƟng our students and 
staff. I would also like to congratulate current teacher 
Carli Neave on her appointment at All Saints in 2026. For 
those that do not know Mrs Neave was ‘borrowed’ from 
her Base School Shepparton East Primary School to look 
aŌer our Grade 3/4 classroom and has done an amazing 
job. On behalf of our school community, I thank you both 
for your contribuƟons to Congupna Primary School and 
wish you all the best in your future teaching endeavours. 
 
We can also now announce our classroom composiƟons 
and teachers for 2026. Mrs Wendy SideboƩom will be in 
the Grade F/1 and will work closely with new teacher Ms 
Celeste HuƩley in the Grade 1/2 classroom. For the first 
Ɵme in at least the last decade we will operate separate 
straight Grade 3 and Grade 4 classrooms. Ms Julia Kildey 
will take the Grade 3 classroom, whilst Mr Clark        
Peƫgrew will teach the Grade 4 classroom. Ms Amelia 
Mangiameli will teach in the senior Grade 5/6 classroom 
once again. We have collaborated amongst current  
teachers to find the best balance, considering that two 
classes (the Grade 3 and 4) will combine for specialist 
classes so that we can maintain 4 x 1-hour specialist 
learning blocks throughout a school day. Please see the 
Class Lists aƩached to this NewsleƩer. As always, please 
contact the school if you have any queries or concerns.  
 
All 2026 classrooms will operate as they will next year for 

the first Ɵme at our Statewide TransiƟon Day on Tuesday 
9th December. I can now confirm that all teachers will be 
available on this day which is terrific! 
 
In the meanƟme, our second 2026 FoundaƟon TransiƟon 
Day has taken place today and is our last morning with 
them unƟl our longer 9am – 1pm session on the 
Statewide TransiƟon Day. Wendy has reported another 
very posiƟve transiƟon session in the STEM Lab with our 
ten youngest future students.  
 
Hopefully, many of you have already seen a Seesaw    
message alluding to the many School Policy DRAFTS that 
can be located on our school website                       
(hƩps://www.congupnaps.vic.edu.au/). These policies 
have been prepared in line with a Minimum Standards 
Compliance Audit that takes place for all schools prior to 
their School Review. If there is anything we can do to   
tailor these policies to beƩer reflect our unique school 
context, please contact us so that these suggesƟons can 
be explored. 
 
Our Parents & Friends CommiƩee Christmas Raffle is  
gaining momentum. Thank you for all the amazing        
donaƟons that you are making. Extra Raffle Tickets can 
be sought from AdministraƟon but should be returned by 
Friday 5th December. All prizes will be drawn at the 
School Concert on Thursday 11th December. 
 
Thanks for Reading, Adam Cleary - Principal 
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Thought for the Week 
 

Courage is the      
readiness to accept 

self-humiliation. 



 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

President: Fiona Davis  
Deputy:  Lauren Sibio 
Secretary: Wendy SideboƩom 
Treasurer: Jill Richardson  
Members:      Adam Cleary, Brad Benton, Sam 
PrenƟce, Jaclyn McCarty, Jeremy Lee, Greg  
Joinbee, Amy Ellis. 

 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING DATES 

2026 Dates TBC 
 

 

SCHOOL PARENTS & FRIENDS 

President:  Angie Grills 
Secretary:  Alice Evans 
Vice President: Erin Wilson  
Treasurer:  Jill Richardson 
Members:        Amy Ellis, Lauren Sibio, Jess     
Benton, Bec Threlfall, Robyn Reynolds Brooke 
McLeod, Fi Davis, BernadeƩe O’Toole, Lexi 
Wright, Georgina PrenƟce, Emily Krake, Jacinta 
Allen, Jayde Bannister. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

TERM 4 CALENDAR - 2025 

November 
27th 2026 FoundaƟon TransiƟon Day #2 
27th Book Club Due (Issue 8) 
 

December 
4th  Kitchen Garden (Mrs T) 
5th  Kitchen Garden (KaƟe) 
9th  Statewide TransiƟon Day 
11th School Concert 
12th Grade 5 AspiraƟons Day, GSSC 
15th Grade 6 GraduaƟon at the Peppermill 
18th  Last day of Term (Thursday) 
19th Curriculum Day (Pupil Free Day) 
 

TERM 1 CALENDAR - 2026 

January  
28th First Day back at School for Grades 1-6 
29th First day of School for FoundaƟon  
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CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
 

The P & F are again organising a Christmas raffle 
to be drawn at the school concert on the 11th of 

December. 
   

We are asking for families to kindly donate items 
to go into these hampers.  

 

They can be anything from non-perishable foods 
and decoraƟons to giŌware suitable for all ages.  
If you have spare giŌ bags at home please feel 

free to donate those too! 
  

If you are able to donate anything big or small, it 
would be greatly appreciated. All money raised 

helps to fund valuable educaƟonal equipment and 
experiences for the school. 

 

 

With hand flat, fingers poinƟng     
upwards and slightly backwards, and 

just in front of chin; move hand    
forward twice in short sharp      

movements.  

Summer 



We BRAVE Awards 
 

Billy Bye - for being brave when we had a visitor come 
to AUSLAN and for being brave during the sleepover 
acƟviƟes. Well done!  
 

Adi PrenƟce - for showing bravery with her first 
sleepover at school. Well done!  
 

Jenna Lancaster - for showing incredible bravery in 
her learning this term. She takes on new challenges 
and keeps trying, even when things feel difficult.  
 

Thea Stevens - for your bravery in our  learning this 
week throughout mapping, pen pal leƩers and playing 
boot ball with our buddies! Well done!  
 

We KIND Awards (from last week) 
 

Kaiden Charters - for being a kind and respecƞul 
member of our classroom every day. Well done 
Kaiden!  
 

River Venables - for always showing your friends  
kindness and understanding even when it’s difficult.  

STEM Award 
 

Lincoln Evans - for his in-depth invesƟgaƟon of rock 
properƟes during our geologist tesƟng.  

 
 

AUSLAN AWARDS 
 

Jackson Wallace & Heidi Doyle - for signing the         
NaƟonal Anthem.  
 
 

Superstar Award 
 

Emily Bye - for always looking out for your peers and 
being thoughƞul at camp.  

 
 

Kiwanis TERRIFIC KID of the Week  
 

HarrieƩe Newham - for your outstanding growth in 
confidence this week, speaking up for others and    
shaping up to be a great leader. Well done HarrieƩe!  



2026 Classroom ComposiƟons 




